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 South Boulder Road Study - Virtual Public Meeting #1 

January 24, 2024, 5:30PM 
 

 
The meeting began at 5:30pm.   
 
Introductions 
Nora Kern kicked off the meeting and provided a quick introduction to the project and an 
overview of the meeting agenda.     
 
The following members of the project team were in attendance: 

• Nora Kern, DRCOG 
• Brittney Compton, DRCOG 
• Nick Vanderkwaak, Fehr & Peers 
• Mikhail Kaminer, Fehr & Peers 
• Nora Neureiter, NHN consulting 
• Dean Winstanley, NHN Consulting 
• Ruth DeJesus, ASL Interpreter 
• Jessica Gamez, ASL Interpreter 
• Liz Torres, Spanish Interpreter 
• Heather Moss, NHN Consulting 

 
There were 44 members of the public who participated. 
 
Project Overview 
Nora Kern continued with the project overview: 

• Purpose of the Study 
• South Boulder Road Study Area 

 
Three poll questions were asked for the audience through Menti.com. These were 
asked to gauge audience member interest in South Boulder Road.  The questions of the 
poll are included below, and the results of these questions are included at the end 
of the document: 
 
Question #1 -- Which Community do you live in/nearest to? 
 
Question #2 -- What 3 words describe your current perception of transportation on 
South Boulder Road? 
 
Question #3 -- What lengths are your most regular trips on South Boulder Road?    
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Nick Vanderkwaak continued the overview with background about: 
 

• Regional travel on South Boulder Road 
• Trip length at locations on the corridor 
• Population and employment forecasts near the corridor through 2050 
• DRCOG Equity Index scores on the corridor 
• Average daily traffic on South boulder road corridor segments 
• Transit network and DASH ridership 
• Transit speeds on segments along the corridor 
• Bicycle and pedestrian facilities 
• Safety analysis 
• Estimated right of way along the corridor 
 

Some additional polling questions were then asked (results are at the end of the 
document): 
 
Question #4 – What 3 words describe your vision for South Boulder Road? 
 
Question #5a – For the City of Boulder segment (Broadway to Cherryvale), what do you 
like and what could be improved?   
 
Question #5b – For the Boulder County segment (Cherryvale to McCaslin), what do you 
like and what could be improved? 
 
Questions 5c – For the City of Louisville segment (McCaslin to Cimarron), what do you 
like and what could be improved?   
 
Question 5d – For the City of Lafayette segment (Cimarron to 120th), what do you like 
and what could be improved?   
 
 
Q&A 
The final 15 minutes of the meeting were reserved for questions provided through the 
Zoom chat feature and then answered by the project team.  The following questions 
were addressed during this part of the meeting: 
 

• Regularity of travel depends on the week, time of year, etc. Can you explain how 
you collect data related to speed, volume, pedestrians, and transit?  ANSWER – 
A variety of data sources provide us this information. One of these sources is 
cellphone data through a data vendor called “StreetLight”, which helps us 
understand people’s origins, destinations, and travel modes. The project also 
utilized recreational bicycle data from a platform called “Strava”, which is self-
reported bicycle trips. Finally, we also used field-collected traffic counts, recently 
collected by the variety of agencies involved in this project, to validate how many 
vehicles are traveling through different parts of the corridor. 
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• Can you say what the averages are per bus trip per hour.... by time of day. DASH 

buses seem to have no more than 3-4 people on them and are often empty.  
What are the hourly averages for transit use?  ANSWER – We have daily 
information. RTD tracks that using automated passenger counters on the buses.  
RTD uses other techniques to gauge use at the hourly level. Some buses may be 
used more than others, especially during different times of the day, and these 
data points help RTD modify schedule changes on a regular basis.   

 
• Are we comfortable that our traffic counts aren’t biased too low because they 

were taken during COVID?  ANSWER – There are field collected counts pre and 
post COVID. We also have data from StreetLight to help estimate average daily 
traffic. The numbers in this presentation were actually post-COVID 2022 
numbers taken from these sources. 

 
• Are landowners adjacent to South Boulder Road being consulted to see whether 

the right of way (ROW) can be expanded for things like separated multi-use 
paths?  ANSWER -- Too early in the process to know if such an approach will be 
recommended. The estimated ROW we presented are planning-level estimates 
based on parcel data. These estimates show that many areas currently have a 
very wide ROW to accommodate such uses. If recommendations are included to 
pursue widening the ROW we would talk to property owners right away. 

 
• DRCOG has been talking about corridor planning as it relates to land use. Is that 

type of conceptual “corridor planning” part of this project?  ANSWER – This study 
is mostly focused on the transportation system elements. No elements of the 
study right now are focused on housing and land use. DRCOG is currently 
developing a regional housing assessment and supports comprehensive 
planning at the regional level, however those efforts are separate from this study. 
This study will defer to local government partners regarding land use decisions. 
 

• How are you considering the 3-prong flow from Hwy 7 to South Boulder Road at 
120th Street? The design for north to Arapahoe Road seems a slower flow plan. 
We need flow of commuting to Boulder considered as part of this study.  
ANSWER –A lot of other corridor studies are underway to better understand 
these regional connections. The City of Boulder looks at these commuter 
corridors collectively including travel demand on each going into and out of the 
city.  The demand is higher on Arapahoe than South Boulder Road.  This data 
influences decisions by the City of Boulder around the type of design and level of 
service.  Arapahoe is a bit more advanced in design and ability to fund.  Boulder 
County is thinking regionally about the three large corridors east from Boulder – 
South Boulder Road, Arapahoe and Baseline Road -- and trying to develop them 
to be appropriate for multi-modal use. 
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• Are impacts and future use for the aging population being considered?  
ANSWER - Yes. The study is looking at travel needs for folks of various ages 
and how these needs change over time. It is looking at, as the aging population 
continues to grow, how will people who cannot drive be able to travel to where 
they need to go through corridor. 

 
• Are there any plans to have areas to park so more people can use the bus? Also 

improving the bus stops?  ANSWER – The project team would like to know 
specific locations where you want them on the corridor. Currently not looking at 
locations for more park-and-rides, but we could do that. 

 
• If recommendations that come out of this study are cost prohibitive for the 

communities, how will that be addressed?  Are multiple options going to be given 
in case funding is not available? ANSWER – DRCOG is working closely with the 
government partners to “right size” the study recommendations so they will work 
for the local government partners. The plan will also look at available funding 
sources and identify options to fund the recommendations.   

 
• What is the viability of extending the study east of 120th Street?  ANSWER – This 

has not come up a lot in our conversations so far, but it had been considered in 
some other long-range plans in the past.  Some land use decisions have been 
made and developments pursued that would make extending South Boulder 
Road east of 120th very challenging, but we can talk with Lafayette to align our 
plan with what they are working on regarding extending east. 

 
• Would love to see more flashing lights on all ped crossings. Would love to see 

crosswalk buttons at an area that someone on a bike can push, or the light will 
“read” a bike and turn without a button being pushed.   What is the best way for 
these types of comments to be captured for the study?  ANSWER – People are 
encouraged to list such comments on the interactive map on the DRCOG project 
page.   

 
Next Steps 
Covered the upcoming project schedule, including the two community pop up events 
scheduled for Saturday, January 27th.  Meeting participants were also encouraged to 
visit the project page on the DRCOG website at www.engage.drcog.org/south-boulder-
road-study to learn more about the project and take the online survey by February 12th.   
 
The project team will send out a follow up email to all participants.  Check the project 
website page as well. 
 
The meeting ended at 6:35 pm. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.engage.drcog.org/south-boulder-road-study
http://www.engage.drcog.org/south-boulder-road-study
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